NEWSLETTER APRIL 2010

Dear Parents and Children

A very warm welcome back to all children and their parents and hopefully now we can all enjoy some warmer Spring weather.  The staff would particularly like to wish a warm welcome to all our new children and their families.  We very much hope that your child will enjoy their time at The Old School House and that it will be a long and happy relationship for you both.

Your child’s Key Person for this term is ……………………………………………………..…………. 

and their back up Key Person is ………………………………………………………………...……….

Sun and outdoor play – all children enjoy outdoor learning/play for at least half an hour each morning and at least half an hour each afternoon.  All children should please therefore have suntan lotion applied at home every morning in warm weather and for those children staying into the afternoon, will you please supply a high factor suntan lotion, appropriate to your child’s skin type, with their name on it, which staff will apply to the appropriate child after lunch.  Please note that every child also needs a hat with their name on it.  If a child does not bring their own hat, nursery can provide one but parents will be expected to take it home for washing.
Summer Leavers – In accordance with our Registration Terms, parents of children who are due to leave us this Summer Term ie 23rd July (holiday childcare is not included) should have provided written notice to the office by the first day of term (a reminder was also placed on invoices).  Please speak to Martina urgently if you have not already notified us that your child is leaving TOSH at the end of this term.

Attached to the end of this newsletter is a tear off slip for parents to complete if they wish us to circulate their details to other parents with a child going to the same school as their child in September, in order that you may liaise/contact one another beforehand.

Arriving at Nursery – all Toddler Unit children are brought into TOSH staff by their parents.  In the main Nursery many parents have encouraged their children to be more independent, especially those preparing for “big” school, and as such have been saying their goodbyes to their child/children in the entrance lobby.  Please note that we are more than happy for parents to continue with this practice if parents wish however, if your child is still not settled at Nursery or having an “off day” parents are of course able to bring their child in and “hand them over” to their Key person.  Parents are of course also welcome to come in to speak to their Key person if they wish, although we would request that this is kept to a brief verbal message and that any longer conversations please be pre-booked via the contact book - with the contact book continuing to please be used to book extra sessions, convey holiday information etc so that staff are able to transfer such data to the appropriate person/diary/records at a more convenient time.  Thank you.
Topic for Toddler Unit – the children will be “visiting” different Countries each week – fortunately without the need of a plane – and the staff would appreciate pictures of your child on holiday, either in this country or abroad, with their name and location on the back please.  These will be returned to you.
Topic for Nursery – is Creepy Crawlies/Bugs and Planting and Growing – the staff would appreciate any pictures of insects from magazines, any real insects that anyone may have for us to look at and a variety of recycled materials for junk modelling;

· Old tights

· Egg boxes

· Yoghurt pots

· Squeezy Jiff Lemons

· Wallpaper

Activity Days – Please note that in the main Nursery, parents are invited to come in to join us for an Activity Day – one day per week on a rolling cycle.  Please see the list of dates on the door and join us.  If however you would like further information, please do not hesitate to speak to either Sorrel or Karen on the door, thank you.
Zebedee’s Lunches - Some children are already sampling the Zebedee hot lunches.  Please email Martina/Darrell on toshheadcorn@hotmail.com if you would be interested in your child having these lunches or if you would like further information.  

Please note that children staying for lunch are welcome to either leave a named toothbrush and paste here in a bag or bring one in each day to support their oral hygiene.

Parents’ Evenings – my appreciation to the staff for voluntarily giving up one of their evenings in March and again in April to support the Parents’ Evenings.  Our thanks also to those parents who attended, we hope that you found the evenings informative.  Please do give us feedback on any other topics or events that you would like us to cover in the future or if you felt we could have done things any differently for a greater effect/benefit.

September 2010 – The Nursery hours from September will be from 9.00 am until 12 noon (instead of the current 9.15 am to 12.15pm) to accommodate the government funding which increases to 15 hours in September (currently at 12.5 hours) thereby enabling us to have a second session from 12.15 until 3.15pm.  Toddler Units hours will remain the same, ie 9.30 am until 12 noon.  Thank you.

Please note that if anyone wishes their child to attend for extra morning or afternoon sessions in September, they should please contact Martina on toshheadcorn@hotmail.com or by phone.

Parking – can we please ask that parents park at the front of the buildings, the side of the car park area is for staff parking.  We would also request that parents do not park in the disabled parking areas unless appropriate, thank you.

Term Dates – please see the attached term dates from April 2010 until July 2011.  Please note that we are closed for the two Bank Holidays during the Summer Term and that half term is 1st to 4th June inclusive.  If you require out of term time childcare, ie holiday childcare, please ask for a holiday booking form.  Places are restricted and will be allocated on a first come first served basis.

Open Days – Tuesday 20th July and Wednesday 21st July – Our Open Days primarily run from 9.30 am until 10.30 am for Toddler Unit children and from 11.00 am until 12.15pm for Nursery children.  Please note however that parents who are unable to attend on these days/times should please ask their Key person for an alternative date/time to ensure that staff have liaised with you in respect of your child’s development and shown you the My Unique Story folder for your child, thank you.
End of term celebrations – please note that we are not having an Outing this year but will host the end of term celebrations at TOSH.  For the Toddler Unit these will be on Thursday 15th and Friday 16th July from 9.30 am to 1.30 pm and for the Nursery on Thursday 22nd and Friday 23rd July from 9.15am to 1.30 pm.  If your child does not attend on either of these days, please arrange with staff for your child to be included in one of them.  We will say goodbye to our “Leavers” on these days.  We would appreciate parental support on each of these days and therefore if you are able to help out, please sign your name on the volunteers list in either the Toddler Unit or Nursery lobby as appropriate or write us a note via the contact book, or email Martina.

A copy of this newsletter and the new term dates will also be displayed in each entrance lobby.

And finally, all staff join me in thanking all parents for their continued support.  Please do let us know if there is any other way that staff can support you and your child while they are at TOSH.

Our best wishes to everyone for a warm and happy summer.

Kind regards,

Darrell and staff

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To:   Darrell / Martina





From: …………………………………….

My son(s) / daughter(s) …………………………………………………………………………………. 

will be leaving The Old School House and joining …………………………………………………….. School in September 2010.

My telephone number is ………………………………………………. and I give my permission for you to circulate these details to other parents whose child will be attending the above school.

Signed …………………………………………………………
Date …………….………………..
