NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2010
Dear Parents and Children,
Happy New Year to you all from the staff in both the Toddler Unit and main Nursery and welcome back.  A particularly warm welcome being extended to all of our “new” children and their parents.  It has been a pleasure to hear from the children about their Christmas presents, experience and of course the snowmen, etc. they have built!
We have all been very much aware of the extreme weather conditions that have caused havoc over the past few weeks of course and I would therefore please remind parents to check the nursery website any morning when the weather is bad to ensure that we are open and what our opening hours will be for that day – the website will always be updated by 7.00 am – 

www.theoldschoolhousenursery.co.uk 

We have on several occasions during this bad weather needed to close the nursery earlier than 6pm, this has been to ensure that parents, their children and staff manage to get safely home before the roads become even more lethal towards early evening which we trust everyone will appreciate.  I would at this point like to take the opportunity to thank all the staff who have regularly braved the weather in order to enable us to remain open, well done ladies and thank you!  We are all very much aware that, despite the weather, so many parents still need, or are expected by their employers, to get to work or to work from home instead (which is not easy with youngsters about!)
It is an Ofsted requirement that we ensure that children have a short spell of fresh air every day, even in cold weather, so please ensure that your child has all the appropriate clothing and footwear each day, ie coat, gloves, hat, scarf, boots.  Thank you.

Our thanks to parents for all their very generous gifts and donations towards the staff Christmas party.  We trust that everyone has received an individual thank you, our sincere apologies if anyone has been overlooked in the Christmas mayhem.  

Quality Mark

The Toddler Unit and main Nursery have now completed the Kent Quality Mark for Nurseries/Playgroups and all staff will be attending an awards ceremony at Kent County Council on Tuesday, 9th February, 2010.  This has been a beneficial experience for the staff and subsequently, the children.  My thanks to all staff for their contribution to this process, with particular mention going to Kerry and Stacey who respectively managed the project for the Nursery and Toddler Unit.  Thank you ladies.

Fees

As you are aware, we did not increase our fees last September but regrettably we will now need to apply an increase with effect from the Summer/Easter Term, please see list attached.
My Unique Story

For those parents with us last term, we trust that you are pleased with the new parental end of term information.  This new format My Unique Story (MUS) has been imposed upon us by Kent County Council/Ofsted and whilst there are some beneficial new features, staff feel that there is less room for information in certain areas.  We would very much appreciate parental feedback on the MUS forms and I would be happy to extend any area of the form where the majority of parents request that we do so.  Parents will also be aware that this form requires us to ask for more written input from parents and also requires that we have details about any other setting that your child attends as we now need to contact that setting to liaise about your child’s progress/development.  If any parent did not attend our Open Days, please make contact through our Contact Book system with your child’s Key Person so that arrangements can be made early in this term for you to discuss your child’s MUS form for last term.  Thank you.
Possible Re-location

As some of you will be aware, the Headcorn Doctors’ Surgery is intending to re-locate to Grigg Lane, Headcorn.  The Doctors have invited the Nursery to participate in the project, which, if they are successful with their planning application, will enable us to re-locate to a brand new building.  The advantage of this for the nursery is that we can continue to operate whilst a new building is constructed and move there with the minimum of disruption to our service.  You will no doubt appreciate that to re-build on our current site would entail a considerably longer break of service whilst the current premises are demolished and a new building constructed.  There are also of course many advantages to a nursery being located so close to the doctors’ surgery but we do appreciate that for parents travelling to the station each day, this will add time to their journey.  Once we know how the planning is progressing we will consult with parents to ensure that our opening hours accommodate such additional time factors.  
Parents’ Evening

We have previously written to parents via our newsletter to gauge parental interest in a parents evening event but received very few replies.  Before we therefore abandon this idea, we will once again offer this facility to parents by asking you to complete the tear off slip at the bottom of this newsletter to give some indication as to whether you would like us to have a parents evening and if so, on what subject, ie Montessori equipment, child development, behaviour problems, etc and whether you wish to combine it with a social evening, ie cheese and wine.  Just let us know what appeals to you and we will go with the majority.
Communication with TOSH

We would appreciate if parents could please advise us if their child will be absent either due to holiday or sickness, this is a KCC requirement for Funded children.  Please feel free to email us if this is easier for you on 
theoldschoolhousenurseryheadcorn@hotmail.com and please also feel free to use this facility for any other non urgent matters to the office.  Details about your child’s development should continue to please be via the contact book, thank you.
If your child is absent through sickness or goes home early due to a high temperature or sickness, please ensure that they only return to TOSH when they are completely well to minimise the number of other children becoming unwell.  Thank you.
Clothing and Lunchboxes

Can we please ask that any clothes that have been loaned to your child by TOSH are returned to us again for re-use as our supplies are dwindling.  They will all be named “TOSH” somewhere on each garment.
Can we please remind parents to ensure their child’s own clothing, footwear and lunchboxes and Tupperware containers are all named.  Staff do regularly spend time looking for unnamed items and it is not possible for us to guarantee safe return of items that are not named, thank you.
Topics
The Nursery topic for this term “Shapes and Patterns” up to half term and “Emergency Services” from half term to Easter.  If any parents are members of the Emergency Services and could support the Nursery topic, would you please speak to Sorrel or Karen.  Thank you.
The Toddler Unit topic for this term will be “Stories”.
Toddler Unit

Parents will no doubt have noticed that Stacey is expecting her second baby soon and I would therefore advise you that Stacey’s last day at nursery before she goes on Maternity Leave will be Friday, 15th January.  Please feel free to sign her card if you have not already done so.  Our best wishes to Stacey who will no doubt pop in with her baby when she is ready and able.
During Stacey’s absence, Ebony will continue as Joint Supervisor (Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays) with support from Louise as Deputy Supervisor (Tuesdays to Fridays, inclusive) and of course the rest of the Toddler Unit staff.  

Open days this term
The last two days of term are our Open Days, which for this term will be Wednesday, 31st March and Thursday, 1st April.  Toddler Unit open day times of 9.30 to 10.30 am and Nursery – 11.00 am to 12.15 pm.  Please contact your child’s Key Person if you are not able to attend these dates/times.

Childcare will be available after the Easter bank holidays from Tuesday, 6th April until Friday, 16th April, inclusive.  Please ensure that you complete a childcare booking form if you require childcare during the Easter holidays or during the February half term – Monday 15th to Friday 19th February, 2010.  
Please note that our term dates are also posted on our website.  Thank you.

It only leaves me therefore to wish you all a warm as possible, safe and happy Spring Term and remind parents that we always welcome your comments and suggestions as to how we can further improve our service to you and your child/children.  We look forward to working with you to develop your child to their full potential, emotionally, socially and academically.

Thank you and kind regards

Darrell and staff

7th January, 2010
To Darrell/Martina

We  would  /  would not  be interested in attending a Parents’ Evening at TOSH.

Subject to please be Montessori equipment / child development / behaviour
or another subject (please state) …………………………………………………………...

We would / would not  like to combine an information evening with a social evening.

The time of day and day of the week that would best suit us would be
………………….. ……………………………………………………………………….…

Please also supply your email address so that we can advise you of details.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………

From (name please) ………………………………………………………………………...
Please complete / delete as appropriate, thank you.

